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interference with the women Thus, at the very com-
mencement of their efforts to occupy and pacify the
zone the Spaniards committed fatal mistakes Was it
likely that the Tetuanis and the Jibali tribes, some of
whose ancestors had been persecuted and driven from
Granada and others whose ancestors had died fighting
at Las Navas de Tolosa, would meekly allow history to
repeat itselP Their fighting blood rose at once In
any case they could hardly be expected to welcome the
alien invader with open arms, but a kind and concili-
atory policy would have worked wonders and later it
did so, when after the Riff war. General Primo de
Rivera and General Sanjurjo, who had previously put a
stop to atrocities committed by the army, treated the
Moors with such intelligence, kindness and insight At
the same time it seems remarkable, whatever the weak-
ness of the Spanish authorities may have been, that the
Spanish soldiers should have behaved in a manner so
disgraceful to Spanish arms The Spaniard, as we all
of us know who have visited the Peninsula, is by nature
a kindly, hospitable person, whose behaviour towards
foreigners leaves nothing to be desired Why should
these unpleasant qualities be suddenly displayed to
people who not only had much of the same blood in
their veins, but also were as polite and hospitable as the
Spaniards themselves? The answer is perhaps that the
age-long feud between the Spaniard and the Moor had
destroyed their sense of values, and also that there was
at that time a certain tradition of cruelty and licentious-
ness in the Spanish Army Be that as it may, this atti-
tude was responsible for much of the agony Spam had
to endure during the ensuing thirteen years, and
alienated a good deal of the sympathy she would
otherwise have received from European countries,